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Wado UK Achievements in 2012

Over the last year, Wado UK
has continued to grow in stature
within the English Karate Feder-
ation. There are many reasons
that this is the case, and we
would like to outline some of
our achievements.
Our membership is one of our
strengths, as is the support we
get from those who offer their
assistance in our activities. This
commitment and dedication is
essential if we want to see our
students continue to succeed and
develop. It is pleasing to see so
many people willing to help us
in our efforts, and this assistance
is very much appreciated. We
hope that the same level of help
will be on offer throughout 2013.
Once again we have seen our
athletes attend many competi-
tions. This year we have seen
our students win for themselves,
their clubs and Wado-UK, a to-
tal of 34 gold medals, 24 silver
medals and 49 bronze medals.
Although this is a fantastic result,
we recognise that praise should
not only be offered to our medal-
lists, but to all those who com-
peted, achieving success or not.
Wado UK still has its representa-
tion in the national squad too,
with Barry Meanwell, Jessica
Newton and Joe Munro. Jessica
Newton from the Shinken Dojo
represented her country at the
Junior European Championships

in Azerbaijan in February and
Barry Meanwell from the East
Hull Woodford Dojo was select-
ed for the senior men’s team
event at the Senior European
Championships in Tenerife. Bar-
ry is also to represent the North-
ern Regional Squad in January
as the EKF finally begin to host
its regional programme. Many
of our young students now at-
tend these regional sessions, and
we hope that our next national
squad members will be among
these youngsters.
We have also staged two success-
ful competitions, the first of
which was our 3rd Junior Cham-
pionships held at the Woodford
Sports Centre during the sum-
mer. This event was run entirely
by our own membership, an im-
pressive undertaking.
Our biggest event of the year
was our 4th East Yorkshire
Open, which attracted over 400
competitors from as far afield as
Scotland and Ireland. Again this
proved to be a great success
with the event once again being
held at the Bonus Arena. This
time around however we
achieved our aim of making it a
six area competition, which will
be our model from now on.
While on the subject of competi-
tion, it is worth noting that our
squad coaches have been re-sit-
ting their competition coach ac-

creditations. So far John
Moreton and Paul Braid have
re-qualified for a further two
years, with the remainder of our
coaches being due for renewal
early in the New Year.
Wado UK now also has represen-
tation on both the English &
British Referee commissions.
Tony Dent has been appointed
to sit on both bodies.
We also hosted former World
Champion Paul Newby for a
third time back in the summer.
Paul is now the Assistant Coach
to the National Squad and an-
swers to the National Coach Wil-
lie Thomas. He also serves as a
regional coach for the Northern
Regional squad, where as men-
tioned previously, several of our
Wado UK athletes now train.
Again the training at this course
was excellent and everyone who
attended enjoyed the experience.
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On the 7th July this year, we held
our very first race night fundraiser.
The entertainment was accompa-
nied by a pie & pea supper, which
proved a great success. Everyone
enjoyed the night, particularly the
younger members who really got
into the spirit shouting at the TV
screen for their horses, and pigs!
We hope to hold another one of
these nights early in the New Year,
and hopefully even more people
will come and enjoy the fun.

Finishing off the year we held our
Kids Christmas Bowling Day, and
our 5th end of year presentation.
The bowling day was attended by
78 of our youngsters, where they
had two games of bowling, which
was followed by something to eat.
Afterwards, everyone was given a
box of chocolates as a small gift.
The parents then managed to re-
claim their children and take them
all home. The presentation night

was also a great success, and can
be read about in the next article.
We would once again like to take
this opportunity of thanking all
those who have helped Wado UK
during 2012, and congratulate all
those who have progressed over
the year. We look forward to see-
ing everyone in 2013, and hope
that we can improve on what was
a very impressive and rewarding
2012.

On December 8th, 78 of our younger members converged on the Hollywood Bowl to enjoy an afternoon
of fun. The youngsters came from 5 of our member clubs, and were all aged 15 years or below. Many of
our parents assisted in the care of our bowlers, and we are very grateful for this assistance.
The event was a repeat of the 2011 bowling day, although the venue was changed due to the Hull Bowl
closing during the summer. The afternoon was rather chaotic compared to the last time, but this was due
to the Hollywood Bowl assuming control. Next year we will ensure that our plans are those used, and
hopefully have a smoother running event.
On a positive note, all those bowling had their intended fun, and overall the day was a success. Thank
you to all who assisted on the day!

Kids Christmas Bowling Day 2012
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Wado UK Presentation Evening 2012

On Friday 14th December 2012, around 150 of the Wado-UK membership gathered to celebrate the
achievements of the group and its members during the year. The night was a great success, thanks to the
hard work and dedication of many of our own people. The John McCarthy suite within the Hull Universi-
ty proved again to be a popular venue. However, this year we had outside caterers provide the buffet, and
this also proved to be a good move. With a buffet for the younger children and a separate one for the
adults, the arrangements proved to work very well.
The main award of the evening was the promotion of Wado UK President John Moreton from 7th Dan to
8th Dan Hanshi. This level of grade is the highest ever for a Karate Ka in our area, and represents over 40
years of training in Karate for John.

John Moreton is seen below receiving his
English Karate Federation 8th Dan certificate from Tony Dent.

& with Wado UK Instructors
Tony Dent, Shirley Braid, Barry Meanwell, Paul Braid and Steve Balaam-Reed
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Wado UK Presentation Evening 2012

Grade promotions were the order of the day for two instructors. Barry Meanwell is seen receiving his
5th Dan certificate in the top picture, having been promoted in March.

Steve Balaam-Reed is shown in the bottom picture receiving his 5th Dan certificate,
after his promotion in December

http://www.wado-uk.com
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The first association award was the Emily Pierce Memorial Shield. This award was designed to celebrate the life of Emily
who passed away in 2010. This is the second year this award has been presented, and the recipient for 2012 was

Keesha Cowles of the Shinken Dojo
Keesha is pictured below with Paul Braid and Jo Pierce, Emily's Mum

The next award of the evening was the Association Service Award.
Nominations this year for the award were as follows;

Gaynor Dent for her outstanding efforts in every activity the association organised
Allison Munro for her dedication and assistance with all events run by Wado UK

Chris Dearing for his assistance and guidance on all matters regarding grant funding
Mike Pinder for his enthusiasm in helping at all events staged this year

For 2012 the winner was Chris Dearing of the East Hull Woodford Dojo. Chris is seen below being presented with his
award by Wado UK President Mr. John Moreton.

Wado UK Presentation Evening 2012
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The next award of the evening was the Association High Level Achievement Award. Nominations this
year for the award were as follows;

Barry Meanwell for his selection onto the EKF Senior men's team for the Senior European Champion-
ships in Tenerife in May, and a Bronze medal at the EKF National Championships.

Jessica Newton for her International appearance at the European Junior and Cadet Championships in Az-
erbaijan in February 2012, and her double gold medal success at the EKF National championships in

April.
Brandon Greenwood for his Kata Silver medal at the British International Open in Glasgow

Amie Newton for her Kata Gold Medal at the British International Open in Glasgow.

For 2012 the winner was Barry Meanwell of the East Hull Woodford Dojo. Barry is seen below being
presented with his award by Wado UK President Mr. John Moreton.

Wado UK Presentation Evening 2012
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Wado UK Presentation Evening 2012
On the night there were certificates of qualification presented to those members who undertook new table officials
duties. Those successful candidates were; Jade Clarke, Stevie Dent, Steve Bell, Jenny Holmes, Mike Pinder, Paul
Johnson, Tracy Bell and Paul Foster. Qualifying as a competition Marshal was Elaine Hayes.

Certificates were also awarded to all who assisted in Wado UK events this year. Those helping with table duties
were; Gaynor Dent, Wendy Jollens, Allison Munro, Jackie Newton, Jenny Holmes, Steve Bell, Stevie Dent, Paul
Johnson, Mike Pinder, Andrew Parker and Jade Clark.

Refereeing and judging officials were; Steve Balaam-Reed, Chris Fenton, Dean Fenton, Sammy Fenton, Paul
Braid, Matthew March, Jim Dunn, Shirley Braid, Tracy Balaam-Reed, Barry Meanwell and Joe Munro.

The competition area marshals were; Ben Munro, George Campbell, Elaine Hayes, Amanda Rose and
Abbie Milner.

Our volunteer helpers were; Kath Ward, Jo Pierce, Andy Barratt, Chris Dearing, Dean Dent, Amie Rose, Keith
Meanwell, Chris Greenwood, Pete Rose, Katherine Oldershaw and Lisa Dearing.

The club level awards saw an addition as from this year. The new award is called the Best Newcomer Award, and
it was adopted by all but one of our member clubs. It proved very popular, as it gave club instructors the opportuni-
ty to reward students who hadn't had much experience, but had perhaps shown great promise or enthusiasm.

The first club award is the Best Newcomer award. It can be awarded for for anything from enthusiasm, dedication
or even reliable attendance.
The winners for 2012 were;

From the Chikara Dojo Sharla Cone
From the Chikara Cottingham Dojo Olivia Ashworth

From the Shin-Ken Dojo Matthew Clarke
From the East Hull Woodford Dojo Kojo Nuama

From the Zanshin Dojo Ashley Oldershaw

http://www.wado-uk.com
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Wado UK Presentation Evening 2012
The second club award is the Achievement award. It can be awarded for for anything from success to outstanding
enthusiasm, dedication to determination.
The winners for 2012 were;

From the Chikara Dojo Libby Blake
From the Chikara Cottingham Dojo Michael Holiday

From the Kingswood Dojo Brandon Greenwood
From the Shin-Ken Dojo Amie Newton

From the East Hull Woodford Dojo Teerth, Charan & Amrit Dhesi
From the Zanshin Dojo Josh Beaumont

The third club award is the service award. It is awarded for help with running the club or assistance in the develop-
ment of any aspect of the club.
The winners for 2012 were;

From the Chikara Dojo Jenny Holmes
From the Chikara Cottingham Dojo Harry Fitz-John

From the Kingswood Dojo Brandon Greenwood
From the Shin-Ken Dojo Dave Short

From the East Hull Woodford Dojo Mike Pinder
From the Zanshin Dojo Andrew Parker
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Wado UK Presentation Evening 2012
The fourth club award is the Kata award. It is awarded for success, enthusiasm or ability in relation to Kata practice.
The winners for 2012 were;

From the Chikara Dojo Saskia Williams
From the Chikara Cottingham Dojo Robert Day
From the Kingswood Dojo Hayden Greenwood

From the Shin-Ken Dojo Matthew March
From the East Hull Woodford Dojo Oliver Dearing

From the Zanshin Dojo Josh Hartery

The fifth and final club award is the Kumite award. It is awarded for success, enthusiasm or ability in relation to
Kumite practice.
The winners for 2012 were;

From the Chikara Dojo Faith Holmes
From the Chikara Cottingham Dojo William Blake

From the Kingswood Dojo Hayden Greenwood
From the Shin-Ken Dojo Jess Newton

From the East Hull Woodford Dojo Charlotte Pinder
From the Zanshin Dojo Gary Stevenson
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January the 19th is  our next Bag-Pack date, which does
mean that our arrangements will be rather hurried in the
New Year. For that reason, if anyone is willing to assist
us in our fundraising efforts on this occasion, could we
ask you to contact us as soon as possible please? Either
through your club instructors, or directly with Tony
Dent.
We will be looking for approximately six youngsters for
each of the three 2 hour slots. At the same time we
would be hoping to secure the assistance of the same
amount of adults to help supervise.
The time slots will be the usual 10am-12 noon, 12 noon-
2pm, and 2pm-4pm. Ideally we will get enough volun-
teers to avoid the youngsters doubling up on time slots,
as this is rather tiring for them. We will have to allocate
the time slots on a first come first served basis, so we
would suggest people contact us as soon as they know
which times suit them best.
This next Bag-Pack is actually fundraising in arrears so
to speak. Our December date had to be postponed until

January, because of the store having a fundraising day
themselves. That particular event was due to be in aid of
the Kids Christmas Bowling day we held on the 8th De-
cember. We would therefore be very grateful if our
members would assist us if at all possible.
Thank you in advance, and we look forward to hearing
from anyone who is able to help!

12th January
EKF Regional Championships.
Lincoln

19th January
Bag-Pack 7
Iceland Store, Northpoint Shopping Centre, Branshome.

20th January
English Karate Federation Kyu Grade Championships
Ponds Forge, Sheffield

3rd March
KSE Karate Championships
Gloucester (Details)

10th March
Chojinkai Childrens and Cadets Championships
Penrith Leisure Centre

20th/21st April
EKF National Championships
Ponds Forge International Sports Centre, Sheffield
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